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GED Scholars Initiative

ancy Auquila de C. and

her famiy came to the
United States from Ecuador
when her hutband began
studying electrical engineering
in Chio. She could not speak 2
word of Englzh. She ako did
not have 3 high school di
ploma, or any idea of how to
obtain one in her new country.
Each trme she pazsed her hus-
band’s university, she was re-
minded of the fact that she waz
not pursuing her education. In
the meantime. however. she
did find purpose and pride in
razing her five children.

A chance to procure an educa-
ton came unexpectedly when
her son Diege began attending
2 Head Start program in Akron.
She had the opportunity to
attend dasz. az well. by joining
an Adult Bazic and Literacy
Education (ABLE) program.
She believed that if she wanted
to live in the United Statex she
needed to leam English. ABLE
proegrams, such 2z Nancy's
aszist adult students of every
2ge and cultural background in
basic math, reading and writing
skill: GED preparation; English
for speakers of other languages:
Ife =kils; family fteracy: and
workplace literacy.

She started to attend class three
dayz 3 week. Her dedication
became spparent when she
went to clasz even when no
other students were prezent
At first. she merely lstenad to
the converzation: between

teachers and claszsmates. After
3 year. she began to pick up
words, then phrazes, and, fi-
nally sentences. The optmizm
offered by her teachers fusled
her ambition to leam.

Her teachers continued being
supportive by encouraging her
take the GED test in 2001. 7
was very nervous and frighe-
ened when | took my test” she
said of the experience. But she
paszed and graduated in 2002
She wasz asked to give 2 speech
3t the gradustion cersmony.
She zpcke from the heart and
members from her church who
had attended her graduation
said zhe was an inspiration to
everyone n the crowd. She
was proud of her accompiizh-
ment. it waz one of the best
days of her life.

After graduation, Nancy was
directed to the GED Scholars
initative |(GEDSI) 3¢ Kent State
University. The Initiative was
created to help GED graduates
by coffering them suppeort and
rezources to meet the univer-
sity’s academic standards and
reach their potentisl. Nancy still
wasn't sure if college waz 3
viable option for her. her hus-
band reminded her that her
schocling would be expenzive.
and they siready had a limited
budget razing ther five chi-
dren. She decided to sttend 3
Bridgez workshop where she
learmmed about the transtion
from GED mudent to colege
student The Bridges program
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iz 3 muitiday workshop de-
signed to educate GED gradu-
3tes on admizsions. college
acceptance procedures, finan-
cial 3id. and other universy
policies 3nd programs in order
to give them the same advan-
tagesz 3z traditional universy
studertz. The staff ot the GED
Scholars Initiative gave her the
confidence to begin her trarsi-
tion to higher education.

To addresz Nancys concermns
about her Englizh abiites, she
was paired with two GEDSI
Peer 2 Peer mentors. Her men-
torz—fellow GED graduates and
succesful college  student=—
helped eaz= some of her fears.
One mentor offered Nancy his
support and guidance, while
another took Nancy to one of
her clazses zo she could ob-
serve the atmozphere and difi-
culty of 3 resl collegedevel claz=-
room.

Though zhe knew & w3z going
to be challenging. she applied
at Kert State’s Stark campus
and began attending clazses
She found her fist class, Poy-
chology. to be extremely frus-
tratng. The vocabulary used in
clazs was intenze 3nd 3 bit dis-
couraging.

“Someone once told me that if
you start something, you have
to finizh it” Nancy said.

She took thiz advice to heart
Dezpite the language bamiers
she faced daily, she contnued
to go to clasz  in addition to
her schoolwork, she was =till 2
fulltime mom and had many
rezponsibilites at home with
her huzband and children. &k

was tough, but she waz deter-
mined to keep going.

Today. Nancy iz 2 junior at Kert
State and attending clazes on
both the Kent State Stark cam-
pus and the Kent campus,
where her zon Diego is 2 fresh-
man in architecture. She con-
tinues to excel in clazs and takes
full advantage of the tutors
available 3t the university. She
ako regulsry visits the com-
puter lab located in the GED
Scholars Initatve buiding on
the Kent campuz Cverall zhe
z3ys that school s much easier
mow. In fact. Nancy’s GPA has
made her elgible for scholar-
ships and book stipends.
Nancy = 3lz0 2 Peer 2 Peer
mentor where zhe iz providing
support where zhe once re-
ceived it

Nancy’s current goal is to help
others who have faced Ln-
guage barriers ke herself. In-
zpired by her own teachers che
planz to become an Englizh as
3 Second lLanguage Teacher.
She wants to help and excite
other 3dult students with their
Jjourneys in education. She 3izo
wants to be an encouraging
example to her chidren. She
haz two more years left unti
graduation. itz been 3 long
and bumpy road. but Nancy is
much happier now than she
haz ever been.
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The GED Scholars Initiative was created by the Ohio Literacy Resource Center and is the first of its kind in the nation. The center works with
other programs and officas at Kent State University to meet the nesds of GED Scholars. The Initiative addrasses the neads of students who

earmed their GED and attend Kent State University. Through research and development, this initiati

provides students with support to meet

the university s academic standards, complete programs studias, gain technological expertize and become aware of carcer opportunitias.
www.gedscholars.org
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ametris was the main

caregiver in her famiy
by age 10. By age 14 her first
child was bom. She moved
back and forth between
Cleveland and Detroit Mom-
ings came early 2 she woke
her brothers, fed them break-
fast and got them ready for
school day by day. As a
young, single mom, her re
sponsibiities increased. Now
she had to juggle work to
provide for her family and
attend school By 18 she had
her second child.

Lometris xsked, "What do |
need to do to graduate?” She
was frustrated by the lack of
communication from the
school in telling her clear re-
quirements to graduate. She
Jjuggled summer schodl, work,
raising chidren and some-
how, she was one credt short
of graduating. Her focus be-
came a concentration of PTA
meetings, soccer games,
coaching cheereading and
work.

Life was hard and it tock guts
to ook honestly at what she
could do to improve it Twelve
years [ater, Lametrs heard
about the Adult Bask and
Literacy Education, |[ABLE|
program through a neighbor.
She went into the room and
saw students younger than
she was and doubted that
anyone coud help or identdy
with her. She stuck with the
program and on her second
atempt achieved her GED,
now 2 single mom of four.
She was thankful for the kind
people that helped her learn
more. Her determination was
her strength, “As 2 parent, |
wanted aways to help my
kids." Her work ethic contin-
ues to serve her well today at
age 4l

Armed with her GED, always
lcoking higher, she knew she
had to continue to “expand
her knowiedge bas=” She
applied for an office position,
and was gven a3 custodial
position even though she had
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the skills for office work. When
she questioned why. the com-
pany told her she nesded to
get her foot in the door. After
eight years of working the
same position, she realized
she had reached the ceiling
with this particuler employer.
Lametriz believed in being
proactive and agan searched
for ways o improve her life.
She felt strongly “f | get my
education/degree no one wil
be able to deny me.”

“l saw my first GED Scholars
Initiative fiyer through 2 friend
whe thought this would be 2
perfect program for me, then
she brought me to Kent.| got
mere folders, fiyers, packets
and brochures on the pro-
gram and took them back to
Cleveland. After reading all of
it, | knew that it was some-
thing that | wanted to be 2
part of” She learmed the Inttia-
tve was a program of the
Ohio Literacy Resocurce Center
and was going to propel her
to the next level in her educa-
tdon. For inspiration, she
placed the magnst of the
GED Scholars on her refrig-
erator where she and her kids
were reminded daily of her
goal to get a college educa-
tdon. Lametris memorized the

faces on the magnet that rep-
resentad who she wanted to
be. When she was ready to
take on her dream, Lametris
walked into the GED Scholars
Inittve office and found
“riendly faces” and felt as ¢
she was ‘taken under their

wing.”

Bolstered by the “ons-on-cne
connection,” her confidence
greww stronger by the new
relationships formed. The vi-
sion of the GED Scholars In-
tative “addresses the needs of
students who eamed their
GED and attend Kent State
University. Through research
and development, this Initia-
tive provides students with
support to meet the univer-
sity’s academic  standards,
complete  program  studes,
gain technological expertze
and become aware of career
opportunities.”

Lametris attributes the Bridges
program funded by the Do-
minion Foundation and the
GED Scholars Iniiative as con-
tributing to the “evolution of
me” *| am empowering my-
self and I'l take 2l of this back
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to my community and help
my kids." Her dream is to heip
the kids in the inner city, to be
an advocate for them, to
stand in the gap to help them
chase their dreams 25 she is
doing NoW.

As with any dream, hard work
iz the fuel necessary to cross
the finish fine. One must go
through some times of trial to
get the prize at the end
Lametris recalls that first tme
she walked into the classroom
on campus. Assailed with self-
doubt and afraid, she briefly
wondered what she had got-

ten herseif into but found the
courage to keep going. De-
termination and dedication
took over. An important key
to any success is the support
of family. Lametris credits her
grandmother 25 3 corstant
voice and her son az he
wheeled her around campus
when she had surgery and
drove her to and from cam-
pus She s wiling to do
“whatever it takes”

Lametris knows the impor-
tance of focus on success in
her studies. She moved away
from Teveland to Kent know-

ing this would “enable her to
do more.” Knowing she had
new support system helped
her settle and Lametris
“stopped doubting that this &
where | should be” She &
aware of the value of putting
first things first and was re-
warded by being named to
the Dean’s list the past two
semesters.

Her chidren now range in
ages: 19, 20, 22 and 26.
Lametris is proud they have
achieved their dreams in di-
ferent professions. Her 22-year
-old son De' Valle is 3 Psychol

ogy major at Kent The ripple
effect one woman's passion
has on her family is beneficial
for 2l to witness because we

are changed by it.

GED Scholar, KSU Junior with
2 321 GPA, proud mcther
and grandmother, Lametrs
offers some closing thoughts,
“You don't have to be like
everyone elss but be the best
that you can be’” She cha-
lenges us to think, “What do
you want to be, and how can
be the best 2t t7 Whatever
you want to do in life, do it
and do itwell.”

= The GED Scholars Initiative was created by the Ohio Literacy Resource Center and is the first of its kind in
the nation. The center works with other programs and offices at Kent State University to meet the needs
of GED Scholars. The Initiative addresses the needs of students who earmed their GED and attend Kent
State University. Through research and development, this initiative provides students with support to
meet the university’s academic standards, complete programs studies, gain technological expertise and
become aware of career opportunities.

www.gedscholars.org
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GED Scholars Initiative
Full-Cinele * Mite's S tary

n  high zzchool Mike
Smith dreamed of becom-

ing 2 rock star. Cbtaining an
education was the furthest goal
from hiz mind. instead. he de-
voted hisz tme and attention to
hiz restaurant job and eaming
encugh money to buy musc
equipment. Neither of hz par-
ents had attended college, and
Mike didnt feel the need to
ether. Inface, the ides of 2pply-
ing to higher education waz 2
process that was both discour-
2ging and confusing to Mike.

For ten years Mike worked
various jobs in factories and
service industries. During thiz
tme. Mke reslized that the me-
nial labor did not satisfy him: he
feit lke he dezerved more than
an entndevel postion He
wanted a chalenging and intel
lectualy stmulating career. Hiz
wife, who waz 3 college gradu-
ate encouraged him to returmn
to school and obtsin the edu-
cation he waz meant for.

“In 3 strange way, | felt 3z i |
were 3 failure to the syztem.
The best way that | could think
of to overcome my failure waz
to retum to that system and
achieve succesz™

Through the Maplewoed Cs-

rear Center, Mke= waz able o
obtain hiz GED in September of
1994. He began taking a few
clazzez at Cuyaboga Commu-
nity College in Cleveland in
order to familiarze himzalf with
the academic environment. He
eventually decided to take 3
major step by becoming a full-
tme student at Kent State Uni-
versity in 2003.

Mike waz directed to the GED
Scholars Initatve, 2 program
that was fairly new at the time
of hiz acceptance into the uni-
versity. The GED Scholars Initia-
tive is 3 program created by the
Ohio Literacy Rezource Center
to grant GED gradustes the
opportunity to successfully tran.
siton to college by assisting
them with financial and aca-
demic concermns. The Initative
provides support to students
before they make the decision
to enter college 3nd while they
are university students by offer-
ing them services such asz help
with ovenwhelming admissions
papenwork or on-site tutoring.

Mike was thriled to be zur-
rounded by a community that
was wiling to help him with hix
educational gosls and his de-
sire to become 3 teacher. He

felt lucky to be attending 3 uni-
wersity with 2 wonderful educa-
tion program and 3 propensity
of producing motivated instruc-
tors.

At first | had 2 hard time 2c-
cepting the fact that someone
was wiling to asszt me based
on the simple fact that | did noe
graduate from high zchool. but
| quickly accepted the treasure
chex that | had been pre-
sented. The GED Scholars initia-
tive i 2 communiy like no
other: it has been my guiding
force and haz helped me on
many levels. The friendly and
helpful atmozphere creates 3
strong zensze of famiy among
us 3ll. | am proud to be part of
tht community—it haz made
me 3 better person.”

During hiz tme 3¢ Kent State,
Mike worked diigently. He was
never absert from clazs and he
liztened to every word hiz pro-
feszors zpoke. He 3izo went to
the Academic Success Center
on campus and joined ztudy
groups; he was not azhamed of
actively zeeking help when he
neeaded it.

in 2008 Mike graduated from
Kert State with 3 Bachelors
degree in Secondary Educa-

callege graduate, and then ta instuctar.”

tion/integrated Social Studies.
He began teaching GED prep
clazzes and English for Speakers
of Other Languages clazses 3¢
both the Maplewood ABLE and
the Six District Compact ABLE.
Teaching adults waz 2 job that
he truly enjoyed: it gave him
the feding of fulfillment and
accomplishment

"Az 2 graduate of the Maple-
wood ABLE program. | was
asked to zpeak at their gradua-
tion ceremory. | had come full-
circle. | went from high school
drop-out. to college graduste,
and then to instructor.”

Wih budget cuts to the pro-
gram and the birth of hiz son
Edizon, Mike decided to be 2
stay-at-home dad. He also con-
tinues to write 3nd play muzsic
while running a2 netlabel that
providez soundtrack music to
cinematographers. Mke plans
to return to Kent State to obtain
3 Masterzs degree in Geo-
graphic Information Technolo-
gies.
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The GED Scholars Initiative was created by the Ohio Literacy Resource Center and is the first of its kind in the nation. The center works with
other programs and offices at Kent State University to meet the nesds of GED Scholars. The Initiative addraszes the neaeds of students who
earmed their GED and attend Kent State University. Through research and development, this initiative provides students with support to meet
the university s academic standards, complete programs studias, gain technological expertisze and become aware of carcer opportunities.
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@ aming excellent grades
/and obtaining honors
student status in high school, it
would zeem that Heidi SBauer
had a successful high school
career. But becouze of con-
stant bullying that school ad-
ministrators could not xtop. she
waz diagnosed with “xchool
phobia” and quit high school at
the age of 1 7.

This iz why marny GED stu-
dertz talk about dizpeling the
stigma of having a2 General
Educational Development cer-
tficate. So many of us left
school for 2 wide variety of
reszonz. most having nothing
to do with cur abilgy to zuc-
ceed scademically.”

Bauer quickly began and com-
pleted the process of receiving
her GED within four monthz of
leaving high school. By the age
of 29, zhe zeemingly had every-
thing 2 businesswoman would
want- 3 eady career in Louis-
ville, Kentucky a3 3 quality assur-
ance analyst for 3 large credit
card procezsing company.

‘Il had 2 goed job. my own
home, and 3 new baby but
something was just miszing. |
wanted more out of lfe and
that motvated me to go to

college.

Given this opportunity
IfIdon’t rake it
Got no one to blame but me

Her dezsires to hone her writing
and pursue literature lead her
on 2 journ=y to Kent State Uni-
versity.

GED Scholars Initiative

With a2 father who attended
Kent State Universty in the &0s
and 2 mother who lives in the
area, choecsing Kent State be-
came 3n option. After discow
ering that the university had
what she needed az an adult
student with specific needs, it
was an obvicus choice.

Throw awqy that old label for me,
“You oniy got your GED™
am able

“l found KSU to offer the most
things that | neaded 2z 3 non-
traditional smtudent like famiy
housing. adult student services,
GED zervices atc”

One of the most mportant
services that Bauer found upon
entering Kent State University
was the Chio Literacy Rezource
Centers GED Scholars Initiative.
Thz program aids students
who have received their GED
with finangal. secisl and emo-
tional zupport on their journeys
from GED to college graduate.

Az 3 single mother, Bauer
found szupport through the
GED Scholars Initistive. She
cites the program’s most com-
forting festure as having peo-
ple to talk to, vent to. and laugh
with while feeling an uncondi-
tional acceptance and non-
Jjudgmental  stteude toward
GED holders.

The GED Scholars Initiative
understand:  the chalenges
that you face and treats you like
3n actual perzon and not just
another body. | 3m in their dabt
for the zupport structure they
provide.”

Cossing Qut Labels » Ceidis Qdtory

With Bauers leadership, 2 stu-
dentdriven organization was
created to champion the needs
of students and work with the
GED Scholars Initiative.

GUS |GED United Scholars| iz 2
diverse group of studentz of af
age:s. cultures, and back-
grounds, which meets with
one goal in mind: eliminate the
negative stigma attached to
earning 2 GED.

“We unte together to share
our experience and offer social,
academic, and professional
support to each other through
our educational journey.”

GUS iz just one of many crgani-
zations that Bauer iz involved
with. Though szpare tme i
limited 2z 2 college student and
single mother. she works part-
time a3t the Kent campus li-
brary’s Helpdesk iz an editorial
intern 3t the Kent State Univer-
sity Press, serves a5 web man-
ager for Womens studies,
Sigma Tau Deita_ Xi Mu chapter,
and the Englzh National Hon-
orary Society, and iz 2 mentor
for the GED Scholars initiative
Bridges Program.

The Bridges Program. funded
by the Dominion Foundation,
supports GED graduates plan-
ning to attend KSU. Participants
are given advice and informa-
tion 3bout procedurez and
processes for being accepted
into colege. a2z well 3z re-
zources on finandal aid. aca-
demic polices, and programs.
Frospective students have the
opportunity to 23:xk questions
and receive information on
amything related to transition-

ing into and attending Kere
State University.

Through her affiliations with
GED Scholarz Initiatve and
GUS, Bauer waz 3zked to be-
come 2 Bridge mentor. After
completing 2 seriez of work-
shops, each mentor invites one
or two participants in  the
Bridge program to sccompany
him or her in 2 day in the [fe of
2 college student Through this
opportunity. her two students
were able to attend claszez and
ask questions sbout her experi-
ence as 3 college ztudent 3t
Kent State University.

T enjoyed helping people real
ize they could attain their goals
and dreamsz even in the face of
adversity. | see 2 couple of my
menteez from time to tme
around campus or at events,
and it alwvays makez me smile to
zee them stil persevering.”

I'm here to inspire you
But you mspire me

Her devotion to her scademics
and theze organizations shows
in her succesz. One of her hon-
ors includes being named 3 top
twenty-five finalist and honor-
able menton winner of the
200¢ Iris Chang Memorial Ezsay
Contezz. She has ako eamed
wcholarshipz slong the way.
including GED Scholars. Hon-
ors Academic. the Richard To-
eme and Mildred Stezkal zchol-
arships.
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However, the greatest rein-
forcement in her ife & her son. Being smart
Keagen. Not only does she Able Takes a lot of heart
hay= 1o balance school buthe S ) ) Hard as nails but with a soft side
o ang’““ e 1. in position to do something: physically  Filled an ocean with the tears I've cried
: and bk or mentally equipped to do something, But I am precious
:E:m b:gt: ‘::f‘:: especially because of circumstances and I am blessed
g timing I have been put to the test
2. Capable or talented: having the neces- And I am good enough
‘| took full course losds and sarymomsor_rahm.rodosomdfmg I am sble
worked parttime 3z opposed to 3. Good at learning: quick to learn in an I am tough
the other way sround. My educational environment Out of society’s chains
maother watchez my zon on the 4. Be able to do something: to be able or I am set free
weekends so | can work on my have the ability to do something Life 1s hard, let there be no doubt
thusiz. She wrd smy sster both But I'm trying a different route
help out when | need to go to Only one I am a slave to is me
appointments in the evenings . -
when | dont have a stter for Symovym: See Suslipen: m::lemm‘i
Keagen. I'm not changing my tune for you Forget the sword
Bauer finds strength in knows- I'm marching to n1y own beat The pen has more might
ing that earning har degrae will You can not defeat I'm 3 product not of where I came from
bettar provide for her family. Me But of where I am going to be
She looks forward to the zenze I am able I'm starting to see the forest
of accomplzhment she will feel to see between the lines and cracks And not just the trees
wialking acrozs the stage to I've made a pact with myself I still have a way yet to go
receive her college diploma Given this opportunity Baut listen to how able I am
since she mized that exper- If I don’t take it I am more than my income, my sex, and
ence after not obtaining her Got 1o oze to blame but me the color of my skin
high schaal diploma. Close that government study book I'm speaking out loud
“It can be difficul. For me. i iz 1 amuot your statistic And writing with words
. gl < Iam able I will be heard
Jjuz sheer determinaton in : X
resching my goalz. When | And if you were my friend ) NOMW .
finally made the decision to go You wouldn’t send me on this guilt tmp I am choosing and perusing
after my dreams. | told myzaif Teasing me because I want to learn The next course in my life
that failure waz not pozsible.” To be better equipped Thowamydmoldlabe’l’ﬁotme,
To have a good life for myself “You only got your GED
That zame philosophy has got- And my family Iam able
ten Bauer to finally reach ber I am leaming To learn and discem
destination: graduation. She I am able to wake up every moming Iamable )
graduated with honcrs. earn- A day filled with endless possibilities Don’t know yet where all I am goimg
ing 2 bachelor's degree in May This tornado in my brain But I know where I've been
2009. She is currently purzuing is taking me to new heights Gomna rise wp
. . . Showing you what I'm made of Take paper and pen
2 Masters of Arts in Teaching L And it
from Kant State. I'm here to inspire you show you j
But you inspire me How ABLEIam
Do not let labels define you. .
Do not let aryone else define —Tieidi M. Baver
who you are. Define yourself

Educate yourself. Respect your-
self”

The GED Scholars Initiative was created by the Ohio Literacy Resource Center and is the first of its kind in the nation. The center works with
other programs and offices at Kent State University to meet the nesds of GED Scholars. The Initiative addraszes the neaeds of students who
eamed their GED and attend Kent State University. Through research and develop 1, this initiative provides students with support to meet
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